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SLAVERY AND WHITE SERVITUDE
IN EAST FLORIDA, 1726 to 1776
For a limited period and to a limited extent negro
slavery existed in the Florida peninsula under the
early Spanish regime. From at least as early as 1726
the Spaniards welcomed fugitive slaves from Georgia
and South Carolina. So also did the lower Creek Indians, who treated them well, admitted them to their
free life, and intermarried with them. For the next
dozen years the fugitives were sold in St. Augustine,
although their liberation was ordered by a royal decree
of October 29, 1733. When claimants or their agents
came from the neighboring colonies to recover their
slaves, they got only the money for which they had
been sold. But in March, 1738, some of these bondmen
appealed to Governor Montiano for their liberty and
obtained it, despite the protests of their Spanish owners.
The liberated negroes had no place to live and no
means of a livelihood. The Governor therefore established them in a locality two and a half miles north of
St. Augustine, where they built their huts and tilled
their plots of ground. The Spaniards called this place
the Pueblo da Gracia Real de Santa Terese de Mose.
When the British took possession of the province in
1763 they abbreviated the name by dropping all but
the last word, which they pronounced “Moosa.” Late
in November, 1738, twenty-three fugitives arrived and
were added to the settlement, and Montiano issued an
order in consonance with the royal decree that any
others who might come would be given their freedom.
He also arranged with the Bishop to send the Rev.
Josef de Leon to instruct the colony, then consisting
of thirty-eight families, in Catholic doctrine and good
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customs. The Governor undertook to supply the settlement with provisions until its crops should be harvested. These measures were duly approved by the
Council of the Indies and sanctioned by the King.
Under date of May 18, 1739, the Rev. Lewis Jones,
a missionary to St. Helena’s Parish, Beaufort, South
Carolina, wrote to the secretary of the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel that twenty-three
negroes had recently fled from his neighborhood to
St. Augustine on the publication of a proclamation at
the latter place promising freedom to all slaves who
should come from any of the English plantations. Mr.
Jones was finding it difficult to obtain the cooperation
of the masters in giving religious instruction to their
negroes, and remarked that this flight would “Considerably Encrease the Prejudice of planters agst the
Negroes, And Occasion a Strict hand, to be kept over
them by their Several Owners; those that Deserted
having been much Indulg’d." 1
In the autumn of 1740 Montiano withdrew the
blacks from their village to St. Augustine on account
of danger from the English. He thought they should
be in a safer place and have a settled priest, but after
the danger was past they were allowed to go back to
their settlement. A royal decree issued at the time
of their withdrawal approved the Governor’s action
in liberating those fugitives held in bondage in St.
Augustine and repeated the order freeing such as
should arrive thereafter. The money paid by the purchasers of negroes so freed was to be returned. However, the purchase money for some of the fugitives
was paid to the agents of their English owners. Hence
the subterfuge was adopted of distributing fugitives
1
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel: B-Series, Vol.
7, Pt. I, p. 233, Transcript by Stevens and Brown, Library of
Congress. Item kindly supplied by the Rev. E. L. Pennington
of Ocala, Fla.
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among white families on the pretense of giving them
religious instruction. This was a common practice
in Cuba, and came into vogue at St. Augustine early in
1752.
Four years later the negroes at the Pueblo . . de
Mose were organized into a military company with its
own officers by order of Governor Don Alonso Fernandez de Hereda for the purpose of garrisoning a fort
erected there for a battery of four guns. That was the
origin of Fort Moosa, or the “Negro Fort,” which is
shown on early maps of East Florida. It served as the
northern outpost of St. Augustine and the defense of
the village of fugitive slaves.
When the treaty was signed between the British
and the Spaniards in 1763 by which Havana and its
outposts were exchanged for the Floridas, Governor
Feliu of East Florida began the evacuation of the
province before the arrival of the British regiments
at St. Augustine by transporting to Cuba the colony
from the Pueblo . . de Mose, thus preventing the restoration of the fugitive slaves to their former owners in
Georgia and South Carolina. The deportees were established in a settlement in Cuba that survived for
a number of years. 1a
Of the three thousand Spaniards residing in St.
Augustine more than two-thirds had sailed for Havana
by November 12, 1763, leaving their Governor and
about nine hundred other people, who were then getting ready to embark. The Governor and last contingent left on January 21, 1764. The only Spaniards
left in East Florida were three men, who were out
searching for their horses in the woods. 2
1a

For a much longer account of fugitive slaves in East
Florida under the Spanish regime see Journal of Negro History,
IX, 144-195; Public Record Office, Colonial Office 5/83, 3rd.
sheet.
2
C. 0. 5/540, p. 135.
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Slavery in a much more pronounced form than had
existed among the Spaniards entered East Florida
shortly after the English took possession. Foreign
indentured servants were also introduced into the province in considerable numbers. Among the reports of
Lieutenant-Colonel James A. Robertson, who was making a tour of inspection of the new acquisitions and
was at St. Augustine in October, 1763, is one giving
his estimate of the expense of settling a tract of twenty
thousand acres with fifty Protestant servants from
Holland and fifty negro slaves, besides cattle, horses,
hogs, sheep, and poultry. The necessary buildings
were to be erected and boats, canoes, and implements
provided. The cost of all this for the first year he
estimated at 3,450. 0ne-half of the servants and slaves
were to be employed in clearing land during this year
and the other half in raising produce, and were expected to make a profit of 800. This sum was to be
spent in the purchase of twenty-five more slaves. During the second year only twenty-five hands were to
clear land, while one hundred were to till the soil,
thereby earning a net profit of 1,750, for the purchase
of fifty-five more negroes. Again only twenty-five
were to cut down brush and timber, thus leaving one
hundred and fifty-five to raise produce and make a
profit of 2,795 with which to buy more slaves. It
is evident from this computation that Colonel Robertson was not an experienced planter, whatever else he
may have been. He added that observations in Carolina had shown that the labor of one hand for a year
would cultiavte six acres of Indian corn, each acre
producing on an average fifty bushels. The corn would
sell at 1s. 10d. a bushel, or a total of 27 10s. In the
case of rice one hand could cultivate four acres, yielding sixty bushels per acre. The two hundred and forty
bushels would bring 28. The same labor could cultivate two acres of indigo and produce one hundred and
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sixty pounds weight. Each pound would sell for 3s.
6d. or the total quantity for 28. Finally one hand
could tend two acres of cotton, that is, sixteen hundred
plants, and produce eight hundred pounds weight. As
cotton sold at 1s. a pound the yield in money would be
40. 3
Governor James Grant also believed in the profitableness of slave labor, though he had no such scheme
of rapid development of the system as Colonel Robertson had worked out for the cultivation of a township
tract in Florida. However, Grant had done some fighting against the Cherokees, and while organizing his
force had lived at Charleston and been intimate with
some of the planters who dwelt in town in the summer.
Before leaving England to assume the governorship,
he wrote to the Board of Trade setting forth what he
considered to be “the most reasonable and frugal methods” of settling the new colonies in North America.
In his letter, dated July 30, 1763, he advocated the
purchase by the provincial government of one hundred
negroes on the score that they would be “extremely
useful” in constructing public works, making roads,
cutting firewood for the troops, and helping to build
houses for the new inhabitants. The only expense involved would be their first cost and subsistence for two
years. The government could easily reimburse itself
by selling the slaves to the colonists. 4
After the departure of the Spaniards a small residue
of other inhabitants still remained in Florida, but
Major Francis Ogilvie thought very few of them of
sufficient consequence to be worthy of appointment to
office. Before leaving England Grant had nominated
several gentlemen he had known at Charleston for
membership in the provincial Council, including James
Moultrie who was chosen for the chief justiceship.
3
4

Shelburne Papers, pp. 393-397.
C. O. 5/540, p. 3.
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Soon after the Governor’s arrival at St. Augustine on
August 29, 1764, he published a proclamation in the
other provinces relating to the granting of land in
Florida, in which he announced that every settler who
was the master or mistress of a family would receive
one hundred acres for himself or herself and fifty
acres for every white or black man, woman, and child
of which the family consisted at the time the grant
was made. Thus a considerable inducement was held
out to settlers to bring their slaves with them. He
also wrote to some of the men of property and consideration in South Carolina and probably Georgia
inviting them to settle in Florida. 5
New people soon began to enter the province, and
although the provincial surveyor, William Gerard De
Brahm, did not arrive until late in January, 1765,
Grant gave the newcomers permission to settle where
they chose, assuring them that they should retain their
locations if consistent with the royal instructions. The
petitions of such as made personal petitions with the
intention of bringing other settlers and their own
slaves were numbered in order of presentation so that
warrants of survey might be issued to them in the
same order. 6
The first applicant at St. Augustine was Denys
Rolle, member of Parliament for Barnstaple, who
arrived on September 13, 1764, with about a score
of indentured servants from the streets of London.
He had received a grant of twenty thousand acres from
the King-in-Council, which he located on St. Johns
River. During the next two months his servants left
him. While complaining that his people were enticed
away from him, Rolle continued to import or bring
himself more of the same shiftless class: about July
5
6

C. O. 5/540, pp. 135, 230, 285, 159; C. O. 5/563,
C. O. 5/540, p. 230.
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1, 1765, twenty-one; in 1767 forty-nine; in November,
1768, twenty-six, more than half of whom seem to have
stayed in Charleston ; in September, 1769, another
group of unknown number; and in 1779 eighty-nine.
Rolle claims to have imported more than two hundred
white persons, and there is no reason to doubt his
word. In December, 1768, fifty whites were living on
his place in idleness, but he had recently bought twenty-two slaves in Georgia. Only nine of these were
working negroes, the others being children. For his
four years of labor and an expenditure of probably
6,000 Governor Grant declared that Rolle had less
to show than a planter with twelve slaves should have
in six months. As Rolle’s white servants continued to
run away from hard labor and bad treatment and their
master continued to buy adjoining tracts of land until
he had an aggregate of more than eighty thousand
acres, he increased his slave gang to one hundred and
thirty-eight, the number he had in September, 1783,
when he removed them to the Bahama Islands, thereby
losing forty-two of them by sickness and death. Ninety-six of his gang were working negroes, thirty-two
were small children, and of the remaining ten a few
were domestic servants and the others past labor.
With this force Rolle had cleared four hundred and
forty-nine acres of corn land and two hundred and
twenty-five for rice; had built an extensive settlement with its church, office building, etc., known as
Rolle’s Town ; had tended more than one thousand
head of cattle ; boxed some two thousand pine trees and
produced eight hundred and forty barrels of turpentine ; made some tar and lumber ; and had grown Indian and Guinea corn, rice, and rye on seven hundred
acres. Of his slaves seventeen made turpentine, one
was a tar burner, eight were sawyers, four were
coopers, two were carpenters, one was a squarer, one

Published by STARS, 1931

7

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 10 [1931], No. 1, Art. 4

10
a gardener, one a driver, two were carters, seventeen
were field women, and one a midwife. 7
Another of the earliest settlers was James Moultrie,
the first chief justice under Governor Grant, who began to clear a tract on Woodcutters Creek about five
miles from St. Augustine. He evidently brought some
slaves with him from South Carolina, where he had
been the acting attorney general. After his death in
1765 his brother John continued settling the place for
the benefit of the children. During the last few years
before the recession of Florida to Spain the slaves were
only employed in cutting lumber and firewood and in
distilling naval stores-that is, turpentine, resin, pitch,
and tar. They had cleared one hundred acres for corn
and rice. On two other tracts of land belonging to
James Moultrie’s heirs, which were situated on the
Timoka River, some twenty-five negroes were employed, having been removed from the plantation on
Woodcutters Creek. They cleared one hundred and
fifty acres, planted provisions and indigo, and erected
necessary buildings. 8
In January, 1765, it was reported in London that it
was intended to transport English female convicts
to the two Floridas instead of sending them as heretofore to Maryland and Virginia. At the end of the following February an item appeared in the London papers that forty-seven young women had been engaged
to embark for St. Augustine and Pensacola on condition that they were to have a free passage back at
the expiration of their term of service in case they
did not choose to remain longer. However, no mention is made in the official correspondence or in the
7
C. O. 5/563, p. 155; 5/540, pp. 119, 234; 5/541, p. 234;
5/549, p. 269; 5/550, pp. 23, 27; South Carolina Gazette, Aug.

25-Oct. 1,1764, Nov. 7,14,1768, Sept. 14, 1769; Georgia Gazette,
June 20, 1765; Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785,
II, 292,
295. Florida Historical Society QUARTERLY VII, 115.
8
Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785, II, 98, 99.
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minutes of the Council of East Florida of either of
these groups. 9
The need of slaves for the prosecution of public
works was emphasized in Governor Grant’s mind by
the high cost of labor and his eagerness to build a
road from Fort Barrington through the ceded lands of
Georgia to St. Augustine. As he had no money for
this purpose he raised 400 by subscription in Florida,
Georgia, and South Carolina. On March 1, 1765, he
wrote to the Board of Trade that the road could be
constructed in a year’s time by fifty slaves. By July
he had received a bid to build the highway for 1,000
sterling, but wrote that unless he could get a much
lower offer he would order slaves purchased with
the money. After completing the work, they would
belong to the province and would be servicable for
other purposes. He even suggested to the Lords of
Trade the expenditure of most of the contingent money
to be granted by Parliament for the ensuing year for
slaves to be employed on public works, such as erecting buildings, cutting lumber, and constructing roads.
He argued that after the first cost they would be of
little expense, as they would raise their own food which
was principally Indian corn. The Lords of Trade
did not regard this suggestion with favor, believing
that slaves could not be so economically managed in
public enterprises as in private undertakings. 10 However that may have been, it became necessary in Revolutionary times to requisition them for work on the
fortifications at St. Augustine, as we shall see later.
Early in May, 1765, Francis Kinloch of Charleston,
one of the leading planters in America according to
Grant, visited St. Augustine, petitioned for a tract of
five thousand acres on St. Johns River, engaged to
9

South Carolina Gazette, Apr. 13-20, 1765; Georgia Gazette,

June106, 1765.
C. 0. 5/540,

pp. 353, 416-417.
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form a settlement in the autumn, and place eighty
slaves on it. Mr. Kinloch had come with directions
from a few other principal Carolinians to choose sites
for them which they would apply for in person in the
autumn. Grant considered Mr. Kinloch “a great acquisition” and gave him a seat in the provincial Council. 11
In order to make St. Augustine accessible to people
living west and southwest of it Grant entered into a
contract with Colonel James Moncrief, the military engineer, to build a road seven hundred yards long and
eight yards wide through the marsh of St. Sebastians
Creek and a wooden bridge sixty-five yards long and
four yards wide across the stream itself and maintain
both the bridge and the road in good repair for two
years for the sum of 300. The agreement was that
the money was to be paid in advance to enable the
engineer to buy slaves for performing the manual
labor. 11a
Despite the efforts of the Governor to attract settlers and the issuance of orders-in-Council to members
of Parliament, noblemen, and speculators, people were
not settling and developing lands in Florida as rapidly
as their numerous applications would suggest. During the period of two years following June 20, 1765,
the number of grants of land passed in East Florida
was only sixty ; the number of acres granted, one hundred and twenty thousand, two hundred and seventyfive ; and of the number of people in the recipients’
families one hundred and twenty were white and two
hundred and sixty black. 12 However, late in December,
1767, Grant wrote to Lord Shelburne that leading
planters were intending to plant rice, indigo, cotton,
11
C. O. 5/540, p. 415.
11a
C. O. 5/548, p. 270.
12

These figures are found in a letter of Grant to the Earl
of Shelburne, July 16, 1767: King’s MSS., Vol. 206, p. 216.
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grapevines, and produce silk, and that he could count
about six hundred working slaves in the province. He
therefore complained of the omission from the provincial budget for the year 1767-‘68 of 500 to provide
bounties for the encouragement of such beneficial products, adding that the planters would look to the government for such encouragement. 12a
In November, 1766, Richard Oswald obtained a
grant of twenty thousand acres, which was located in
the, angle between the Halifax and Timoka rivers,
about midway between Mosquito and Matanza inlets.
In a year or more he put about one hundred and ten
slaves on his tract. By 1779 they had more than
doubled in number by birth. The abduction of about
eighteen slaves from Dr. Andrew Turnbull’s colony
of New Smyrna in that year by a Spanish privateer
led Mr. Oswald or his agent to remove his slaves to
Georgia, where they were kept until July, 1782. Then,
at the evacuation of Savannah by the British and
loyalists about one hundred and seventy of them were
brought back. At first they had been employed in cultivating sugarcane. On the failure of this enterprise
they were set at raising indigo, and after their return
they were employed in growing rice. 13
We have already seen that larger or smaller gangs
of slaves were brought into Florida from Georgia and
South Carolina, usually by planters who were removing from those provinces. Probably Mr. Oswald imported his in his own vessel direct from the coast of
Africa. Early in 1770 Grant wrote to the Earl of
Hillsborough that Oswald’s vessel had arrived at St.
Augustine lately from that coast with a cargo of very
fine slaves, who had been sold at cheaper prices than
such property sold for in the neighboring provinces.
The planters were pleased with receiving their negroes
12a
13

C. 0. 5/549, p. 45.

Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785, II, 55-56,
58; C. 0. 5/548, p. 262; 5/549, p. 77.
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without risk and on the spot. Grant added that this
was the third cargo that Oswald had sent to St. Augustine. At the end of January, 1771, the snow Charlotte of London landed about one hundred and twenty
slaves at the Florida capital, and while the captain
was on shore with them the vessel was blown off the
bar, having lost all its anchors. It was navigated into
Charleston harbor by the mate. These slaves were
brought from Banca Island. 14
Early in August, 1766, it had been reported in
London that the King had ordered grants to be made
out by the Governor of East Florida of several millions
of acres to various noblemen, and that ships had been
engaged to go to Hamburg to carry Germans thither
to fulfill the terms of the grants requiring Protestant
settlers. A baronet was said to have gone to Scotland
to send over five hundred Highlanders, clansmen of
his, to settle on the land he had received, and it was
further stated that he proposed to supply them with
three thousand slaves. This announcement was
promptly followed by another, namely, that Sir Alexander Grant, a member of Parliament and eminent
West Indian merchant, had obtained a large grant of
excellent land in Florida and that two transports were
to sail for Hamburg to take on board Palatines for that
province. Early in January, 1767, word was received
from Hamburg that the two vessels were then lying
in the Elbe getting their quotas of passengers. Four
months later one of these vessels with ninety Palatines
on board touched at Portsmouth on its way to St.
Augustine. During the early months of 1767 items
of similar import about the projects of grantees to ship
emigrants from the Isle of Man and Normandy appeared occasionally in the London press. 15
14
15

C. 0. 5/551, p. 29; South Carolina Gazette, Feb. 7, 1771.
South Carolina Gazette, Oct. 13-20, 1766; Mch. 16-23, Apr.

27, July 6-13, 1767.
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Some, of these projects were never realized, and
probably were never intended to be. They were what
would be called today good “sales talk,” issued by speculators who had secured large grants of land which
they were anxious to sell at a good profit. Occasionally
we find a grantee, however, who actually sent out a
body of settlers. Among these gentlemen were William Crowle and Lord Moira. The former entrusted
his emigrants to Thomas Wooldridge, who was made
provost marshal of East Florida by royal mandamus.
Wooldridge had also been commissioned to locate
Crowle’s land. Early in November, 1767, Dr. William
Stork wrote to Crowle that although Wooldridge had
been in Florida about six months he had neglected to
attend to the land, and that Governor Grant had reserved a tract of twenty thousand acres for him near
Mosquito Inlet. Dr. Stork added that he had inquired
into the number of servants and settlers Wooldridge
had brought over for his patron and had found none
left. Some had been. sold and the others had run away.
Lord Moira sent over his settlers with Stanhope Shannon to be placed on two tracts of land, one on the
east side of Lake George and the other on the west
side of St. Johns River below James Spalding’s store.
In June, 1768, Charles Bernard, a prospector for lands
in East Florida, wrote to the Earl in a vague and disquieting way about his settlers, clearly intimating that
his plans had not been carried into effect. 16
In 1767 Dr. John Moultrie, who had served as a
major under Governor Grant in his campaign against
the Cherokee Indians and assisted him in organizing
his government, decided to remove from Charleston to
East Florida. He came with his family and about one
hundred slaves and took up a tract of one thousand
acres four miles south of St. Augustine, which he
16

C. O. 5/563, p. 221.
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named Bella Vista. There he built a large stone mansion and some thirty other buildings, laid out parks
and gardens, planted thousands of fruit trees, and lived
in imposing style. On Grant’s recommendation he was
appointed lieutenant governor and succeeded to the
administration on Grant’s departure for England in
1771. He then dismantled and disposed of his plantations in South Carolina, and brought the rest of his
negroes back with him. In 1777 he took up fifteen
hundred acres on Woodcutters Creek, which he considered an “appendage” to Bella Vista and cultivated
with the slaves from that estate. On the new place
his hands cut lumber, made tar, and boxed twenty-five
thousand pine trees for turpentine. Opposite Oswald’s
estate on Timoka River Dr. Moultrie secured a tract
of two thousand acres, which he named the Rosetta
place. He began to settle this tract as early as 1767,
put seventy slaves on it, one-half being working
negroes, built a small dwelling house, a rice barn, set
up a machine for cleaning rice, and erected other
buildings. He also constructed two reserve dams to
flood two hundred acres, which were ditched and
drained. He cleared one hundred and fifty acres more
for indigo. He also owned other tracts which he did
not cultivate. 17
Another gentleman who began extensive operations
as a planter in 1767, was Captain Robert Bisset. He
did not open his principal settlement, Mount Plenty
or Palmerina, until ten years later. This was a tract
of three hundred acres on the South Mosquito or Hillsborough River, about fifteen miles from the Inlet. Here
he erected buildings, including good houses for seventy
slaves, excavated three sets of indigo vats, and cleared
about one hundred and forty acres. He seems to have
first settled and cultivated a tract of one thousand acres
two miles back from Mount Plenty, on which he built
17

Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785, II, 237-242.
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a large corn and indigo house, twenty huts for his
thirty slaves, and put in two sets of vats for the manufacture of indigo, namely, two steepers, two beaters,
and one lime vat. Here he ditched, cleared, and drained about one hundred and thirty-five acres. The slaves
from this place he occasionally worked at Mount
Plenty. An adjoining tract of one thousand acres
had also its buildings and vats and seventy acres,
ditched and fenced.
In 1779 the abduction of some eighteen or more
slaves from New Smyrna by a Spanish privateer and
of a negro wench belonging to Captain Bisset so frightened him that he removed his hands to his plantation,
the Caledonia settlement, on Pobolo Creek. There he
erected buildings, cleared one hundred and fifteen
acres, made six hundred barrels of turpentine, and
planted a crop. When Captain Bisset left Florida in
the spring of 1784 he and his son, Alexander Bisset,
together owned one hundred and sixteen slaves, eightyone being the property of the Captain. 18
The gentleman who did the most to colonize East
Florida in a single project was Dr. Andrew Turnbull.
He first arrived at St. Augustine from England in November, 1766, bringing his family with him. In the
following January Governor Grant wrote to the Earl
of Shelburne that Turnbull had presented orders from
the King-in-Council for two tracts of twenty thousand
acres each, one for himself and the other for Sir
William Duncan. The locations chosen were on the
Hillsborough River south of Mosquito (now Ponce de
Leon) Inlet. Dr. Turnbull lost no time in buying
slaves to cultivate a cotton plantation under the management of a skilful planter. He also ordered cattle
driven down to his place from Georgia and Carolina,
and set his negroes to work clearing ground and artificers to build houses for the reception of settlers.
18

Siebert, Loyalists in East Florida, 1774-1785, II, 250-259.
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Soon thereafter he embarked for England on his way
to the Mediterranean to procure his colonists. 19
Early in April, 1767, Dr. Turnbull obtained an order from the King-in-Council for five thousand acres
for each of his four children, Nichol, Mary, Jane, and
Margaret. Perhaps it was at this time that Lord
George Grenville and Sir Richard Temple decided to
join in the enterprise. At any rate, they became partners by obtaining grants for twenty thousand acres
each. This brought the total holdings of land up to
one hundred and one thousand, four hundred acres.
On the Grenville land forty dwelling houses were erected and on the Duncan land eighty. 20
In the summer of 1768 Dr. Turnbull and his fleet
arrived, not with five hundred indentured servants as
at first intended, but with fourteen hundred, part of
them Greeks from the Pelopennesus, part of them
south Italians, and part of them Minorcans. They
were to serve for a term of years, to have half of the
produce they raised, and ultimately plots of land. The
voyage had been a long and trying one. Some of the
old people had died on the way, and after the settlers
had landed scurvey and gangrene broke out among
them, and many more died. Those able to work found
grubbing out scrub palmettoes an arduous task, and
in Turnbull’s absence on August 19, 1768, Carlo Forni,
one of the overseers, proclaimed himself leader of the
Greeks and Italians, took possession of the storehouses
and firearms, distributed liquor among his followers,
loaded a vessel with supplies, induced about one hundred people to go on board, and waited for the tide
to carry them out of the Inlet on their way to Cuba.
Fortunately a messenger found Dr. Turnbull at
19
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Mount Oswald, who forwarded another to Governor
Grant. The latter received the alarming news at eight
o’clock in the evening of August 20, and by five the
next morning had the East Florida packet and another
vessel under sail with troops, provisions, cannon, and
ammunition. Another detachment was sent overland.
The vessels reached Mosquito Inlet on August 22 just
as the mutineers’vessel was warping out. As soon as
they saw they were blockaded a score of their principal
men jumped into a boat, cut its rope, and rowed away.
The approaching vessels fired, and the other mutineers,
seventy-five in number, surrendered, and were taken
ashore. The detachment arrived on August 25 and
two days later marched for St. Augustine, leaving a
sergeant and twenty men to guard the prisoners.
Forty of them were severely punished at New Smyrna.
A few of the others were sent to St. Augustine for
trial, as were also those who had escaped in the boat
after their capture on one of the Florida Keys. Only
two were executed. 21
By 1773 about nine hundred of the colonists had
been carried off by the ravages of the scurvey and
other diseases. Another misfortune befel the settlement through the enmity that had developed between
Dr. Turnbull and the new Governor, Patrick Tonyn.
While the former was in England in 1776 and 1777
preferring charges against the latter and. clearing himself of the charges made against him, Tonyn had
drafted a company of militia from New Smyrna, and
his agents had told the colonists that at the expiration
of their term of service they would not get title deeds
to their lands because they were Catholics, Protestant
settlers being specified in the grants. Some of them
went up to St. Augustine in May, 1777, and entered
21
Georgia Gazette, June 29, July 6, Aug. 10, Sept. 28, Oct.
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C. O. 5/549, pp. 253, 281-282.
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charges against their absent patron. The court of
sessions imprisoned them until they consented to return and fulfil their contracts. The Governor secured
their release, and encouraged them in breaking their
indentures. In their depositions they had alleged that
Turnbull had continued to hold some of them after
the expiration of their service, and that he had committed certain crimes of violence. During the summer of 1777 the rest of the colonists deserted New
Smyrna for St. Augustine, where several score of them
died of exposure. Thus when Turnbull returned from
England in the autumn he found his indentured servants had escaped from their bonds and his great enterprise had been completely wrecked. 22
From time to time slaves ran away from their
masters, and in some cases found refuge among the
lower Creek Indians. For a long time it had been
troublesome and difficult to get them back from the
Creek towns. The Indians admitted that they fed the
negroes, and suggested that their masters or other
white men might come, tie them, and take them away.
The difficulty was that the fugitives were sometimes
concealed or rescued when efforts were made to recover
them. To facilitate their being returned Governor
Grant promised 2 a head for fugitives brought from
the Indian settlements, and Lieutenant Governor Moultrie followed the same practice. The latter wrote in
the spring of 1771 that the Indians had shown their
friendliness within a few days to such an extent as to
aid white persons in seizing and bringing seven runaways from their towns, as they had done in several
instances a little while back. When Indians returned
the slaves or helped other people to do so Moultrie
not only gave them money rewards, but also made
presents to them from the Indian store. 23
22
23
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The flights seem not always to have been to the
Indian towns. In the spring of 1770 four male slaves
had fled from the plantation of John Tucker,. and had
retired to some place down the east coast. There they
were accidentally caught by the deputies of Surveyor
William Gerard De Brahm, and brought back in the
government vessel. De Brahm made an exorbitant
charge for their passage and subsistence, which had
cost him nothing. 24 There can be no doubt that flights
were much more numerous at the close of the Revolution, when the inhabitants of East Florida were all in a
state of turmoil and were preparing to leave the
province. This matter will come up for later consideration.
The planters were devoting a good deal of attention
to the production of indigo. The plant from which it
was obtained grew wild in East Florida, and the British government encouraged the manufacture by paying a bounty to those producing the coloring matter.
In 1767 Governor Grant made a trip up the St. Johns
River as far as Lake George, and was so favorably
impressed with the region there that he decided to
send thirty or forty slaves at once to open an indigo
plantation on the lake. Men experienced in the cultivation and manufacture of indigo seem to have been
in demand. In September, 1771, William Carrs advertized in Charleston for a man qualified to superintend
an indigo plantation in Florida with thirty working
hands on it. If the applicant could bring with him ten
or twelve slaves of his own he would be admitted to
shares. 25
Among the planters and tradesmen who removed
from South Carolina and Georgia into Florida at the
close of Grant’s administration and during Moultrie’s
and many of whom brought from three to forty slaves
24
25
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with them, several of the planters are worthy of special
mention. In 1769 Francis Levett came from Georgia
with a large body of negroes, and opened a plantation
on St. Johns River. He also acquired considerable
property in St. Augustine, and in March, 1771, was
made assistant judge of the court of general sessions
and of the court of common pleas. A month later he
was appointed a member of the Council, and in June,
1774, provost marshal general. When he departed
from the province at the evacuation he owned one
hundred negroes. 26
In 1771 Jermyn Wright of Georgia bought four
hundred acres on St. Marys River, about eight miles
from its mouth, and put twenty-five slaves on it within
two or three months after making the purchase. They
cleared one hundred and eighty acres, built dams,
ditches, and buildings, and raised rice and provisions.
He also obtained a neighboring tract of five hundred
acres by grant, which he cultivated with nine or ten
hands. On this place forty acres were cleared, provisions raised, and lumber sawed. Altogether he
brought one hundred and seventy slaves into Florida.
However, his plantations were broken up at the end
of 1775 by a party of revolutionists from Georgia, and
he removed his negroes back to that province. 27
Mr. Wright was not the only sufferer from depredations on St. Marys River. In 1773 William Chapman and his sons of New-castle-on-Tyne procured orders-in-council for forty thousand acres and in the
following year bought twelve thousand acres on St.
Marys from William Knox. They sent out agents and
shipped implements, cattle, provisions, and other supplies to their proposed settlement, on which they placed
thirty-five slaves. On the night of May 22, 1776, the
328.
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agents with such negroes and effects as they could remove in the plantation boats were forced to retire to
Amelia Island to escape from a party of rebels. The
negroes who had been left in charge of the place, were
abducted or dispersed a little later by the raiders, who
burnt the buildings and the crop of rice, and took away
the cattle. Incursions continued, and the Chapmans’
agents and slaves on the island were soon obliged to
remove to St. Johns River, where they settled on a
small tract of land, cut lumber, and produced naval
stores. 28
When Governor Patrick Tonyn assumed the administration of East Florida in March, 1774, the white
inhabitants numbered about one thousand and the
slaves three thousand. The Revolution was impending in Georgia and the Carolinas, and when it became
violent the population of Florida gained notable accessions through the influx of refugee loyalists, often
with their slaves. These movements and other effects
of the Revolution on slavery in the province will be discussed in a later paper.
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